EARLY  BUDDHISM

moving from one place to another, a walk of from
eight or ten miles would occupy the time. He
was often invited for the morning meal, the
principal meal of the day, to sonic particular
house. If not he took his bowl, and went from
house to house, collecting enough for the meal,
which was always over before sun-turn. When
he was an invited guest he would, after the meal,
'give thanks/ as the phrase ran, in the form of a
talk on some one or other of the more elementary
points of religion. When he carried his meal
back to his lodging-place this thanksgiving would
take the form of an exhortation or dialogue with
the disciples on one of the deeper matters of tho
faith. The heat of tho day was given up t.o
repose or meditation. As the afternoon drew in,
either the journey to the next stage was resumed,
or if the stay in the same place was t<> he prolonged,
an informal reception was held under the trees.
The folk from the neighbouring villages would
come in, bringing presents of flowers ; and one of
the visitors, cither a layman or a recluse of .some
other Order, would ask questions or start a dis-
cussion, the rest listening as they sat round on
the grass under the trees. By sundown tho
assembly was dismissed. Then Gotat.ua, should
he feel so inclined, was wont to take his bath;
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